Expression and prognostic value of the CD44 splicing variants v5 and v6 in gastric cancer.
In the present study, the expression and prognostic role of the CD44 splicing variants v5 and v6 were immunohistochemically investigated in 418 curatively resected gastric carcinomas. CD44v5 was expressed in 65.3 per cent (n = 273) and CD44v6 in 77.0 per cent (n = 322) of the tumours. Whereas the expression of CD44v5 was correlated with advanced pT categories, with lymph node involvement, and with the presence of blood and lymphatic vessel invasion, such a correlation could not be found for the variant v6. As shown by univariate analysis, patients with CD44v5-positive tumours had a significantly shorter overall survival than patients with CD44v5-negative tumours (P = 0.049). In contrast, expression of CD44v6 had no impact on prognosis (P = 0.574). In a multivariate analysis including the prognostic parameters pT category and pN category, as well as blood and lymphatic vessel invasion, the prognostic impact of CD44v5 expression could not, however, be maintained. Although in the present study the expression of CD44v5 was correlated with a more aggressive tumour type, these data suggest that neither CD44v5 nor CD44v6 can predict survival in patients with gastric cancer, nor is their expression a suitable tool for identifying subgroups of patients who may be at higher risk.